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the county borough council. Outside these limits, a variety of authori-
ties, parish, district or borough, and county councils, exercise
different powers over the same set of people. Since the Local Govern-
ment Acts of 1929 and 1933, the number of authorities has been
reduced; they have been in certain respects subordinated to the
county council. This now has 'concurrent' powers to provide some
of the services which a parish or district normally provides; 'default'
powers to undertake some of these services if they are not provided
to the satisfaction of the Minister; power to require information;
and power to delegate some of its duties to a district council.1 But
it would be a mistake to think of the system as in every respect a
rational hierarchy of subordinate and superordinate authorities.
Each authority is a corporate body, owning its own property, ap-
pointing its own officers on terms fixed by itself, raising its own
loans,2 and communicating direct with Whitehall.
Thus there is no local government authority which has the power
to pursue any interests which the inhabitants of the whole Survey
Area might have in common, nor can it be said that there is any
authority which has a preponderating influence throughout the
Area. Thus three persons living in the very centre of the Area,
within a mile of one another, in Iffley, Littlemore, and Kennington
respectively, would each be provided with services by three com-
pletely different sets of authorities, who need not have any dealings
with one another.
The complexity of the authorities concerned with governmental
duties is illustrated by the series of maps which is given at the end
of this volume. These maps show the variety of areas adopted as a
basis for the administration of a number of public services. It is
remarkable that the areas are different in almost every case. There does
not, however, seem, as a general rule, to be any particular necessity
for different services to be based on the same areas, although in
some cases this lack of coincidence may be inconvenient.
Most of the administrative areas tend to take some account of the
natural centres of authority, the towns, villages, and counties, and
stick as closely as possible to the boundaries of these units, departing
from them only where administrative convenience imperatively
requires this. Thus we see, for example, that the county court3
districts are based upon a slightly amended county area, including
1 The only default powers it exercises over a municipal borough are in respect of the
provision of allotments.
a A parish council may only raise a loan with the approval of the parish meeting
and tfhe county council; the county council then has the power to lend it the
money.	» Fig. 53.

